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Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Statistics on the number of working children under age 15 in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines are 
unavailable.

4097
  However, some children work on family-owned banana farms, mainly during harvest 

time, or in family-owned cottage industries.
4098

  Children are also reportedly involved in commercial 
sexual exploitation, including boys and street children.

4099
  

 
Education at government primary schools is free.  Although education at these schools is free, other costs 
of school attendance must be borne by parents, such as the cost of textbooks, food, and transportation.  
These costs present an obstacle to poor families and contribute to children’s non-attendance.

4100
  Whether 

or not education is compulsory is unclear.  In 2004, the Ministry of Education reported that there were no 
regulations for compulsory education.

4101
  However, the 1992 Education Act provides for compulsory 

primary education.
4102

  In 2002, the gross primary enrollment rate was 107 percent, and the net primary 
enrollment rate was 90 percent.

4103
  Gross and net enrollment ratios are based on the number of students 

formally registered in primary school and therefore do not necessarily reflect actual school attendance.  As 
of 2001, 85 percent of children who started primary school were likely to reach grade five.

4104
  Government 

school-feeding and textbook loan programs substantially contribute to improving the participation rate of 
children at the primary level.

4105
  However, there is a decrease in enrollment into secondary schools as a 

result of a mandatory entrance exam.
4106

   

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The Employment of Women, Young Persons, and Children’s Act prohibits the employment of persons 
under 14 years of age in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.

4107
   Section 8 of the Act does however permit 
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children under 14 to help their parents or guardians with light agricultural or horticultural work on family 
land, but only during hours when they are not in school.

4108
  Children often leave school at the age of 15 

and many begin to work as apprentices at that age.
4109

  Any person who employs a child in an industrial 
undertaking is liable to a USD 100 fine for their first offense, and a USD 250 fine for each subsequent 
offense.

4110
  Use of children for night work is also prohibited.

4111
  

 
The Labor Inspectorate at the Department of Labor receives and investigates child labor complaints and 
conducts annual workplace inspections.

4112
  According to the U.S. Department of State, employers are 

believed to generally respect the law in practice.
4113

   
 
The worst forms of child labor may be prosecuted under different statutes in Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines.  Forced or compulsory labor is prohibited by the Constitution, and it is not known to occur.

4114
  

Furthermore, the minimum age for enrollment in the Saint Vincent and the Grenadines security force is 18 
or 19.

4115
  There are no laws that specifically address trafficking in persons, but there are various provisions 

that could be applied to trafficking in the country’s Penal Code.
4116

  Causing or encouraging prostitution of 
girls under the age of 15 is prohibited by the Penal Code and is punishable with imprisonment for up to 7 
years.

4117
  It is also illegal to have intercourse with a girl under the age of 15 years.

4118
  Kidnapping and 

abduction with the intent to take the person out of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines are offenses 
punishable with up to 14 years of imprisonment.

4119
     

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor 

As of 2005, the Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines has 
implemented a number of efforts to prevent children from poor economic backgrounds from engaging in 
child labor.  The ministry co-sponsors the Children Against Poverty (CAP) Vocation Program, which 
provides training for children from nine schools in various skills.  The ministry also provides financial 
assistance for the purchase of school uniforms and examination fees; accessible schools and libraries; 
counseling support mechanisms; and a special reading and parenting program.4120 
 
The Ministry of Education is also participating in the implementation of the OECS Education Strategy, 
through which the OECS territories aim to improve their education systems.  The government is also 
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collaborating with UNICEF, UNESCO, and other organizations to improve the level of educational 
services.

4121
   

 
The Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is 
implementing the OECS Education Development Project 
funded by the World Bank to support the construction and 
rehabilitation of schools, train teachers and administrators to 
design and carry out school development plans, and 
strengthen key elements of the education system’s 
management at the Ministry of Education level.  The project 
also funds literacy training and peer mentoring programs, 
and trains guidance counselors and special education 
specialists.

4122
  The Caribbean Development Bank is also 

funding a Basic Education II project to improve the 
management of the school system.

4123
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Selected Child Labor Measures Adopted by 
Governments 

Ratified Convention 138         

Ratified Convention 182       12/04/2001  

ILO-IPEC Member                 

National Plan for Children  

National Child Labor Action Plan  

Sector Action Plan   




